Carol's 9K charm is a “Gobbo”
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Excerpt: “One most interesting find is a 9k charm that looks exactly like a reverse carved buffalo turned into a hobo. The head and hair look just like the buffalo's head and the hump on the back must be adapted from the buffalo's hump. The little man, measuring one half inch, is well dressed in a top hat and tails. The charm dates between 1900 and the 1930's as determined by the lightweight hollow manufacture and the toning of the gold. If it is of the thirties period, it could signify a once wealthy man now in the midst of a depression with his hat extended for donations.” −by Carol Bastable

	



[image: image1.jpg]


 [image: image2.jpg]


 [image: image3.jpg]


 [image: image4.jpg]



     Mike Cirelli tells us that Carol's 9K charm is a “Gobbo”, an Italian good luck icon. A Gobbo is commonly portrayed as being a well dressed hunchback in a suit and top hat and occasionally holding an umbrella, horse shoe, and/or a cornetto.[1] He is also sometimes shown making a “corna”[2] with one hand. It is supposed that if you rub his hump it will bring good luck. The word “gobbo” is often used in Italian as a synonym for hunchback.

	   [1] The cornetto, cornuto, corno, or cornicello is an Italian Sicilian amulet of ancient origin. Corno means “horn” and cornicello means “little horn” these names refer to a long, gently twisted horn-shaped amulet worn in Italy to protect against the Malocchio “evil eye”.

   [2] The corna (Italian for horns, also mano cornuta, horned hand and fare le corna, to make the horns) is a gesture with a vulgar meaning in Mediterranean countries and a variety of meanings and uses in other cultures. Its origins can be traced to Ancient Greece. It is realized by extending the index and little fingers while holding the middle and ring fingers down with the thumb.
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−from Alaska State Museum


   While doing research for this article I followed a thread that lead from Gobbos to Billikens to Kewpie Dolls to Teddy Bears. Oddly enough Billikens took me North to Alaska which is where I was actually traveling very shortly after I was following that particular research thread but all that is fodder for another time, another day and another article. ~ V-Dubya
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