OHNS Milestone: 1000th Regular Member Number Assigned!
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     Derek “Degs” Pegnall of Harrogate, England just joined OHNS to become OHNS RM#1000. Degs is a professional engraver and a splendid example of the diversity of the artists who have created “Hobo” nickels over the last century that students of carved nickels have always realized were involved in the genre... although the involvement of multiple international artists seems to be a recent development driven by economics and enabled by the Internet.
     The non-numismatic Degs engravings shown here are a Longcase Clock face... in a what we would call a Grandfather Clock on this side of the pond (or at least here in the Midwestern United States anyway) ...owned by Derek's Dad, Derek Pegnall Senior, and a Kawasaki Z900 motorcycle clutch cover. ~ V-Dubya
I  Can Do That!
     While I was still in school as a young lad I remember my Dad mentioning he wished he'd trained as an engraver. He has been a semi professional artist most of his life. I ended up working in electronics when I left school but only for a short time.

     I saw a local advertisement for an apprentice hand engraver, jewellery trade... hmmmm!!! Had no idea what was involved, but went along for an interview and started a few weeks later. I remember being given a pack of plasters and told I'd need them; I'd probably stab myself several times the first few days. Didn't get a hole in my fingers anywhere, but on leaving for home after the first day I trapped my fingers in the studio door... boy did it hurt.

     This started me in my engraving career, been chipping away for around 32 years. Had a break from it for about 12 years until fairly recently, although I have been doing bits and pieces for friends and family etc. I started up again, fulltime, 9 months ago. This was after getting Internet access several years ago and finding the websites of people like Thierry Duguet, Adone T. Pozzobon, Marcus Hunt (already knew of his Father), and Steve Lindsay. I could name tons of engravers work that fired me up again. I then came across Sam Alfano's Engraver's Cafe and saw my first nickel carving and thought, “I can do that!”
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     It's a different ball game, but I was quite pleased with my first effort and stuck it on Ebay. Now... the UK Ebay doesn't show up on USA Ebay unless you guys in the USA do a world wide search, so... looking back on the experience, someone who will remain nameless, got a bargain. What you say!!!! You can put a reserve price on? I know!!! Lesson learnt. To be fair though, the guy in question has been a rock... support and advice that can't be bought.

[image: image10.jpg]


     Anyway... I'm addicted to carving and am thinking about setting up a Carvers Anonymous website for the new engravers/carvers that come along and need help with this addiction. I'm just working on my 28th fix! It may sound corny, but... thanks to the guys that have supported me by buying my carvings, and to the other carvers that have freely given help and advice; Steve Ellsworth, Bill Jameson, and Steve Cox. Thanks guys!
                                                                           Most of all... I blame my Dad, cheers Dad... [image: image3.png]


 ~ Degs 
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